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Qﬂﬁ 10 Questions and Answers with Ms Alice Ho,
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HONG KONG BRANCH
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former Small Group Home resident and winner of the
“ISS’ Got Talent Scholarship 2021"
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Q1. Please introduce yourself. WAME o ZEH AR LR - 158U
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My name is Alice Ho and I'm 18 BRI EHREANME - ZHEK > RBERXHE
I years old. I'm now studying the B AR A o AR AR OE foh R D fg B AR o 3R AN

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in WIRMEZEMBEREY » EHARR -

Creative Arts and Culture and
Bachelor of Education (Honours)
(Visual Arts) Co-terminal Double

Q4. Were there any occasions that made an impression
during your stay at Small Group Home?
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Education University of Hong

Kong.
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When | come to think of it, those Christmas parties and
camps we used to have before the COVID-19 outbreak are
very fond memories.
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Q2. When did you first join Small Group Home?

R TS B e A E R > % ? Q5. Since when did you start to like drawing? Why?
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| started to live in Small Group Home when | was ten e

years old and | graduated from Small Group Home just
in September this year.
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| started to draw when | was very young. It was my
favourite pastime as | had nothing else to do. | just needed
a pencil and a piece of paper, and people used to praise
me for my good work. It slowly became a habit.
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Q3. How would you describe life at Small Group Home?

e EREEER FHEN?

First of all I think our Home made me feel safe. | enjoyed
my stay there and had the chance to spend time with
different social workers, house parents and children. As
they have different personalities and ways of handling
things, | acquired a lot of inter-personal skills. | think
children at the Home are generally nice and listened to
social workers and house mothers most of the time. | have
become close to some of them.
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| learned drawing for a short time when | was still in
kindergarten. | was selected by my teacher in primary
school to have more art training to enhance my skills. |
chose Visual Arts as an elective subject in F3 and have
been taking extracurricular art classes with my current art
teacher since F4,

WAEHHERREE—BENRH > BRE
/NERIRF > S B PR A RIS 4 00 [R] 2R iR
AlAE > WAEF =M R RER THEMN > &
o DY BRF B B TR SN R BLAE B L RS - —H

ER

| was clueless about this new scholarship, but | was
invited by my social worker to take part. As | have many
drawings and art pieces created over the years, | thought
it would be best to show them in a video, adding my own
calligraphy to introduce my work. | used the opportunity to
practise my video production and editing skills as well. |
was surprised that | got the scholarship, and other
children at the Home and my social worker were all very
happy for me.
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| used it for a visual arts course | have been taking, and the
fee was $1,000 per month, | also enrolled in a marker pen
class, which cost me $500 every month. Before | got the
scholarship, my course fees were paid for by my Dad. For
those engaged in art, the biggest expenses are for the
tools we use. For example, one 30ml bottle of refill ink for
marker pens costs over $40, which is almost equivalent to
a meal. | had to save up my meal expenses to buy my art
tools, and | also work as a summer intern to make more
money.

I'm very lucky to have met my art teacher, who sponsored
many of the tools | needed, including the computer | use
for my artwork. In return, | work at his studio two to three
times a week, helping with some promotional and
cleaning work. With the scholarship covering my course
fees in the past year, | have more money to buy the art
supplies | need, so I'm very thankful for it.
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Q9. How did these courses affect you? Do they help you

plan your career path?
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| wish to become an art teacher in a school after | finish
my degree. | plan to save up some money from the job and
will further my studies to become an art therapist. | realize
that I may not be able to help others through language, but
| can do so via visual arts. When we focus on a drawing,
we can put everything else aside, and | think that feels
amazing. There are way too many things we can't change
in reality, but if you have a pen and a piece of paper, you
can use your own effort to create your own world or
change it in the way you want to.
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Q10. You have already left Small Group Home to start a

new page in life. What do you have to say to other
talented teenage service users like you?
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| think it is normal to lack confidence in oneself but try not
to exaggerate this thinking. If you think you're not good
enough, try to be better - make an effort to improve. If you
realize that you really aren't interested in something
anymore - there is no harm in letting go and exploring
something else. Don't underestimate yourself, just give it a
try while you are still young!
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Alice was among ten
winners of the “ISS' Got Talent
Scholarship 2021, which made
its debut to reward talented
ISS-HK service users aged
between 3 and 17. Winners are
awarded $10,000 to spend on
courses about their hobbies, to be claimed in
reimbursement. Service users demonstrated their many
talents including visual arts, playing musical instruments,
dancing and video editing in e-format. Alice's artwork can
be viewed in the following link:
https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=F14V_pletOs
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https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=F14V_pletOs
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F14V_p1etOs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F14V_p1etOs
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Grand Finale for “Life-Rider Career and Life Planning Project 2019-22"
[ Life-Rider ¥ 425 JE A 8103 Bh at &) 1 18] 6 9% A%

Funded by the Home and Youth Affairs Bureau & Youth Development s
Commission, the “Life-Rider Career and Life Planning Project
2019-22" has been implemented in two phases since 2019. The
project is based on a framework called "S.UPER.*" and the theory of
positive psychology. It offers a series of continuous and progressive
career and life planning activities to enable the participating
students to learn from experience, develop personal potentials,
cultivate positive values and explore their preferred life path.

The Closing Ceremony 2022, which was the final activity of the
second phase of the project, was successfully held on 13th August
2022. Sixty participating students took part in different types of
interactive sharing activities with the guests, teachers, parents and
internship employers about their experiences, feelings and learning
gained in the programme. Students showed their improved
understanding of their interests and strengths throughout the
two-year project and demonstrated their confidence about their
future life and career direction.

The coming "Life Rider Career and Life Planning Project 2022-25" has
received continuous funding support from the Home and Youth
Affairs Bureau and the Youth Development Commission and was
launched in September 2022. Our programme staff look forward to
helping the new batch of F.3 to F5 students to explore their ideal life
and career direction.
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ISS’ Got Talent Scholarship 2022
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The results of the “ISS" Got Talent Scholarship 2022" have been
announced! This year, we received an overwhelming response of
over 80 entries from service users, more than double that of last year.
The variety of talents of our service users were also much broader
than last year - apart from all sorts of musical performances and
visual arts, we also have music and lyrics composition, sports and
martial arts. Competition was especially keen in the Teenagers Group,
and judges had a hard time deciding the winners.

Seven winners were chosen respectively for the Junior Group and
Teenagers Group, who will receive $10,000 scholarships to be
claimed in the form of reimbursement for courses/classes/training
for his or her hobby or for enrolling in relevant
examinations/accreditations. Merit prizes were also given to
outstanding applicants. The results were announced in mid-October.
We hope the winners will make good use of the scholarships to
develop their hobbies and enrich their lives!
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Autumn Warmth from ASEP
H b4k SRR A

The Shamshuipo (South) Integrated Family Service
Centre held an activity called ‘Autumn warmth from
ASEP" together with the Association of Sino
Enterprises Promotion (ASEP) and the CUHK
Greater Alumni Association on 4th September.
Members from the organizations joined grassroot
families and elders in solving lantern riddles and
gave participants 100 gift packs with mooncakes,
lanterns, nutriional food, stationery, face masks,
eye shields, RAT kits and other supplies for fighting
the pandemic. Everybody had a wonderful time.
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Badminton Time for Ladies
i & 0By - PSR 47/ 21

In order to ease anti-pandemic fatigue caused by COVID-19, increase BEERBEREEREZH THIEES
positive energy and strengthen family relationships, the WIEME FERRBEMEXERE > BREELBEELE
Cross-boundary and Inter-country Social Service organized a MREEHT HFxHB - WERTFHE] - &
women's mutual group to play badminton together. Strictly observing BFPiEERT c BRETEITHER EH
all safety measures, service users practised playing badminton, e - HTFrREe

bringing their children along with them.
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Timely Aid for the pandemic-stricken Community
RN EN R RE LSRR

The COVID-19 pandemic has led not only to dramatic economic loss but presents an unprecedented challenge to human mental and physical health. This
especially affects families from low-income groups. Our Cross-boundary and Inter-country Social Service is grateful to receive donations from different
sectors of society to solve the problems of people in need. We received 49,680 Rapid Antigen Test Kits from Fosun Foundation Limited, 1,000 boxes of
extra strong analgesics (24 tablets for adults) from Fortune Pharmacal Co,, Ltd,, as well as canned food, eye protectors and shoe gloves. We also received
festival food, such as mooncakes, from charity organisations. We immediately shared all the donated materials with our service users, collaborating
agencies and schools in order to fight the virus together.
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Services in Shenzhen well-recognised
B i 7 % DI g IR 55 46 52 w2 ]

Our services in Shenzhen were presented with the "Best Social Service Award" and “The Annual Thematic Award - Social Service during the
Pandemic” in the "2021 Best Practice Awards in Social Welfare" organized by the Hong Kong Council of Social Service (HKCSS). This recognition
encourages us to continue to tailor-make and implement services to assist Cross-boundary Students and their families.
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HOPE Centre for Ethnic Minorities organizes exceptional

“Beyond Race - Hong Kong is Home"

HOPEA 8% & A - 32 43 b0 525 1 B A= 1 Ay
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To bring the ethnic minority community and local people together to
promote racial harmony, diversity, equality and integration, and also
to promote acceptance and support for diversified cultures and
communities, the HOPE Support Service Centre organized the event
“Beyond Race"- Hong Kong is Home, sponsored by the Home Affairs
Department, HKSAR Government. The event also celebrates the 25th
Anniversary of the establishment of the HKSAR.

Held on 16 October, over 120 participants were divided into teams of
four, with one local Chinese joining three ethnic minority members.
Together, they embarked on a journey to explore local and ethnic
minority points of interest in different districts of Hong Kong. The
teams set off at 9am on Chater Road and raced to designated pit
stops, where they performed tasks laid out there. Teams completing
all the tasks the fastest on the Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Island
routes were awarded with prizes. Special thanks go to all the
volunteers who helped make the event a huge success!
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16 OCTOBER 2022

CHATER ROSE, CENTRAL - HON T RCHIE

REGISTRATION GPEN
FOR VOLUNTECR S S RARTICICANTS

A RACF Fii

HONG KONG |5 HOME

CELEBRATING 25™ ANNIVERSARY
ETHEESTABLISHMENT OF H kS5 R

PROMOTING RACIAL HARMONY, DIVERSITY
AND INTEGRATION

RUN - WALK - LEARN - DISCOVER HONG KONG
ENGAGE IN CHALLENGING TASKS
AND WIN PRIZES

wrnessing - ppariumilies aod ©oleotials or - thoic Fineeiliss

Wy isshk-hope. FREE EVENT - FOR 18+ YEARS OLD

PLEASE VISIT OUR CENTRE OR CONTACT 2836 3528
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The service was sponsored by the Home Affairs Department to
recruit a team of information ambassadors, proficient in major
ethnic minority languages spoken in Hong Kong, to help arriving
ethnic minorities at the airport and in urban areas where they
congregate at weekends.

We inform ethnic minorities about the public services available,

their rights, and the places to file a complaint in order to assist ,.& '

them in integrating into the local community, and gaining fair and
just working conditions for migrant workers.

Ethnic minorities from countries including, but not limited to,
the Philippines, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, India, Thailand and
Sri Lanka,

Foreign domestic helpers

Migrant workers

We distribute information kits in six ethnic languages to ethnic
minorities at the airport and in urban areas where they
congregate at weekends

We brief ethnic minorities on the contents of the information
kits, including where to seek help and the location of hotlines
at the airport

We help target clientele communicate with immigration and
custom officers, and airport police, when requested

We handle enquiries from target clientele

Our Information Ambassadors Can Speak

Nepali - Bahasa Indonesia
Tagalog - English
Hindi « Chinese
Urdu
Information Kits
Nepali « Urdu
Tagalog - Bahasa Indonesia
Hindi « Thai

The Mobile Information Service (MIS) Team is the only social service provided within the restricted area of Hong Kong
International Airport. The MIS has been welcoming and serving newly arrived ethnic minorities for the past 20 years. The
team is committed to promoting racial harmony and equality while assisting migrant workers and facilitating the

integration of ethnic minorities for family reunions and permanent settlement in Hong Kong.

During the pandemic, the MIS maintains regular services at the airport despite the challenges and provides outreach

services within Hong Kong.
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Contact Information 18 &% & ¥}

Tel &% 92200270 / 9226 3907 / 6651 7780
Fax 85 : 2261 0450

E-mail B EE : mis@isshk.org
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Mr James Suen
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Service Hours AR5 B -
Mon B #i— 09:00 - 18:00
Tue-Fri EHi == T 09:00 - 21:30
Sat, Public Holidays £ 7~ & /> BB H#3 09:00 - 18:00

Sun EH#HH

09:00 - 17:30
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